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| [CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 612.] 
Now, if we who are here to-day do not prove faithful and retain the Spirit 
of God, we shall be to blame, and not God. We cannot blame the Presi- 
dency of the Stake, nor the High Council, nor the Bishop, nor the Presi- 


dency of the Church, nor the Twelve; for we ourselves will be individu- 


ally responsible for that which we have brought upon ourselves. How is 
the Spirit of God grieved? Why, in various ways. But there is one fruit- 
ful cause, and I wish to call the attention of the young men of Parowan 
Stake to it. The Lord has given in two revelations His express word con- 
cerning a sin that is fruitful in apostasy. He declares that any man that 
will look upon a woman to lust after her shall deny the faith, unless he 
repents ; and I want to say to you young men that as sure as you live God 
will fulfil that word. If you look upon woman to lust after her, you will 
deny the faith, unless you repent, and that sorely. You cannot indulge 
in this dreadful sin without grieving the Spirit of God and causing 
its withdrawal from you. And if we cannot look upon a woman to 
lust after her without grieving the Spirit of God and being in danger 
of losing the faith, how much more serious would it be if any of us should 
act towards one of the other sex in an improper manner. I say to you, in 
the name of the Lord, there is no more fruitful cause of apostasy than 
this, and you had better be warned; for God has spoken with the greatest 
plainness on this. The thought of doing anything that would cause me 
to apostatize from this Church is the most horrible that ever entered into 
my heart. It has filled me with a dread that my language is unable to 
express; and if I thought there was anything that I would do which 
would lead to such a dreadful result as that, I would fly from it with all 
my tight. The Lord doe love purity and chastity, in women and in 
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men. Why should our sisters, or our daughters, or our wives, be required 
to be more pure than we are? Are we not subject to the same laws? Do 
we not expect to receive the same exaltation? Certainly. Then why 
should a man think that he can do a thing with impunity which his wife 
cannot do? When he thinks that he deceives himself. Yet this is the 
growing sin of the world. Men indulge in these passions and think they 
are justified in it, until virtue is almost unknown among our sex. Under 
such conditions, of course, the other sex become the victims of lust, and 

are preyed upon by libertines. It is this that is bringing destruction 
upon the nations of the earth. And it would destroy the Latter-day 
Saints if they gave way to it. God will have a pure people. He will have 


| a @ virtuous people. He will have a holy people. He will have a people in 


whose tabernacles the Spirit of God will dwell; and it will not dwell in 
unholy tabernacles. The whole history of our people is a proof of this. 
Oliver Cowdery, who stood side by side with Joseph, who was ordained by 
an angel from heaven, who was the second Elder in the Church, who be- 
held the Son of God Himself, who saw many wonderful things, and was 
blessed of God as was Joseph—this man whom one would think would 
have stood if any man in the flesh ever could, indulged in sin. Joseph 
warned him against that which he did, but he persisted in it, and the re- 
sult was his Priesthood was taken from him, and the crown that he would 
have had was given to another. Hyrum Smith received the blessings that 
Oliver. Cowdery had had bestowed upon him, and which he had forfeited 
by his impure conduct. Ought not this to be a warning to all of us? 
What man is there in the flesh who can calculate upon being secure from 
committing sin if he could not? This is the fate also of other men who 
received great gifts from God. Apostle Lyman Johnson had great mani- 
festations. Angels ministered unto him, and he was the first man in this 
generation to be chosen one of the Twelve Apostles. Yet he apostatized, 
denied the faith, and became an enemy to the kingdom of God. These are 
illustrations of the truth of what God has said, and our history is full of 
such illustrations. You see men of great promise—I have watched them 
in my life—all at once wither up, lose their power. They lose the life 
that wasin them. What is the cause? Why, they have committed sin. 
They have probably gone on missions, committed themselves while there, 
and come back destitute of the Spirit of God. They are milestones, so to 
speak, on the road, to show how fast the Church has traveled and left 
them standing. Do you not know of numbers of such cases in your ex- 
perience I am sure you do. 

There is only one way, brethren and sisters, to be safe and to . 
salvation in the presence of God, and that is in keeping the command- 
ments of God, in being pure in: our hearts as God is pure, to be like 
angels. It should be our aim to get a knowledge of godliness as fast as 
we can; to know what godliness consists of, and then endeavor to make 
our lives conform to it. I ask myself, Is there anything that my brethren 
—the most favored of them—are doing that I do not do? Then I want to 
do what they do. I want to be like them. And I ask myself, Is there 
anything that my Savior does, or that the angels do, which I can do in 
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my mortal state and yet do not do? Then I would like ta know it; for I 
would like to be like J esus, and like the angels. I want to be like our 
Father and God, as far as it is possible in this mortal state for man to be. 
That is my desire, and always has been ; for I want to dwell with God. I 
want to gain celestial glory. And I know all of you do. What is there 
that we have not done for this Gospel? Is there anything that we would 
not do for it, and for the fulfilment of the promise of celestial glory and 
eternal lives in the presence of God and the Lamb? Why, many of you 
have forsaken everything on earth for the sake of this Gospel. There- 
fore, J know that your desires are the same as mine in these matters; and 
it is a desire that we should cherish and cultivate as fast as we can to get 
a knowledge of godliness, so that when we are called hence we can go 
with perfect assurance that we shall go into the society of the holy and 
the pure, to mingle with Prophets, Apostles and mighty men who have 
been willing to lay down their lives for the truth of heaven. Heaven 
would not be heaven to you, nor to me, unless we could get into such 
society. Well, to reach there we must be pure in our hearts. We must 
be free from sin. We must keep the commandments of God, we must walk 
uprightly before the Lord, practicing these heavenly principles which are 
revealed in the Gospel. 

Brethren and sisters, I am not * to you something that is theo- 
retical, that is unattainable. I do not want to talk about things that are 
beyond your reach. I want to talk about that which we can do, and that 
which is within the reach of every one, within the reach of these little 
boys that are old enough to comprehend my words. Let us be pure, and 
be instruments in establishing a reign of righteousness on the earth. 
Each man, each woman, each child has his and her influence in the earth. 
Children have ‘influence when they do right ; for their example has a good 
effect. However obscure we are, we have some influence, and can promote 
righteousness i in the earth. Every man in this Church that gives way to 
Satan and yields to his influence is an enemy to God and to the Church of 
God, and he retards the growth of righteousness and the spread of truth. 
It is said of Cain that he loved Satan more than God. How did he love 
him? By doing as Satan told him. And Satan is seeking all the time to 
make all of us do what he wants us todo. He is an enemy to God, and 
he is our enemy. He is seeking continually, in every possible manner, to 
gain influence with us, to darken our minds, to mislead us, and to hold up 

the pleasures of the world as an inducement for us to do what he wishes 
us todo. On the other hand, God, through His angels, through His Spirit, 
and through the words and the counsels of His servants, is endeavoring 
to induce us to serve Him, to keep His commandments, and to walk in 
the straight and narrow path; and He promises unto us exceeding great 
joy. And do we not have it? I tell you that all men and women that 
serve God get rewarded as they go along, in the happiness that they 
have. There is no happiness that equals it. The pleasures of sin are not 
to be compared to the pleasures of righteousness. The favor of W is 
priceless ; it is beyond all earthly value. 
Allusion has been made to the reluctance of the Teachers to visit the 
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people in their homes. If it is possible I would like to say something that 
would inspire you, my brethren, with a desire to magnify this calling. I 
want to say in confirmation of all that has been said on this subject, that 
it is a very important calling, and one that the Lord will hold those res- 
ponsible for who receive it. We can go off on missions, and be gone two 
or three years, and we do not think very much of that. Many of our 
brethren take missions without much reluctance. They feel that it is an 
honor. Now it is just as honorable in the sight of God, and is as produc- 
tive of reward, to act as a Teacher in a ward, as it is to go abroad and 
preach the Gospel. Your name may not be published in the papers; 
nevertheless the Lord, who is the rewarder of the children of men, will 
reward you if you labor wherever you are appointed, and do so faithfully. 
You should not allow your manual labor to prevent you from doing your 
duty as Teachers. Let me exhort you this afternoon on this point. And 
let me say to the sisters, when the Teachers come to your houses, 
gather your families together. If you know beforehand that they are 
coming, take pains to keep the children at home. Show the Teachers 
proper respect when they come to visit you. The man of the house really 
surrenders, for the time being, his family into the hands of the Teachers ; 
and if the Teachers are wise men, they leave the household in a far better 
condition than they found it, because they will say words of encourage- 
ment, and will teach the children; and the words of the Teachers when 
added to the words of the parents will have great influence with the 
children. Therefore, to have well governed households you must have 
Teachers. And Teachers should go filled with the Spirit of God. They 
may be able by the influence of that Spirit to say something that will 
arrest some young person in his career that is likely to lead to evil. Boys 
and girls may be out late; they may not regard the entreaties and coun- 
sels of their parents. Teachers could help create an influence with these 
children that would be of great assistance to the parents. 

It is proper that parents should gather their families together when the 
Teachers come. I make it a rule, as soon as I know the Teachers are at 
my place, and I am there, to gather all my family together, and I sit with © 
them; and if the Teachers do not ask questions that are searching enough 
to bring out what I want, I suggest to them certain lines of inquiry; fort I 
want my children to be benefited by the visit of the Teachers. I know it 
is of great good and I am pleased always when they come to my house. I 
try and give them all the honor I can, and I thank them with a grateful 
heart for their visit, because I know that they come at inconvenience to 
themselves very frequently. I do not care how searching they are in their 
inquiries. Of course, I would not want them to ask impertinent or in- 
delicate questions. No wise man will do that. But those questions that 
are necessary to find out my true condition I want them to ask; and I 
want them to ask each member of my family, and search them and find 
out their true feelings. Teachers do come to my house and ask me as 
freely as they would a member of the Church that held no office. They 
ask me concerning my faith—whether I sustain the authorities of the 
Church, whether I believe President Woodruff is the man to lead the 
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Church, what my feelings are concerning the principles of the Gospel, 
whether I attend to my family and secret prayers, whether I help the 
poor and pay my tithing, and whether I attend meetings regularly. My 
Teachers are encouraged by me to ask these questions of me and my fam- 
ily, to find out our true condition ; and if they see anything in us that is 
not right, that they may check it and tell us. This is the way Teachers 
should do. If men will follow this up, they will get a spirit, a power, a 
light and a testimony from God that will be of immense advantage to 
them. I would like to see the Teachers in all the Stakes zealous. Wher- 
ever the Teachers are active there is a good condition. In this way the 
Teachers maintain the morale of the ward ; that is, they teach a standard 
of purity that everyone with right feeling will strive to attain to. ' 

I pray God to bless you, my brethren and sisters. My heart is full of 
blessing, and with the authority that God has given me I bless you all, in 
the name of Jesus. Amen. 


ABNORMAL BREATHING. 


NEITHER man nor animal breathes through the mouth normally. The only 
natura way for respiration and inspiration i is through the nose. When we 
breathe through the nose, the cold, dry, impure air is sufficiently warmed, 

supplied with watery vapor, and freed from dust. When we breathe 
through the nose, smelling at the same time through our organ of smell, 

which assists respiration, we become aware of the presence of an injurious 
or of a generally abnormal mixture drawn in by the breath, and can then 
either correct so unfavorable an atmosphere or escape Soak it. Further- 
more, only in the nose are found those fine arrangements which can pre- 
vent the entrance of injurious substances into the deeper respiratory 
organs (larynx and lungs) and thus stop the further advance of the hostile 
body (painful smoke, irritating dampness, thick dust, etc.), besides defying 
that which has already slyly effected an entrance. This is done by the 
so-called nasal reflex breathing, to which class belongs sneezing. If we 
breathe through the mouth the air is neither sufficiently warmed nor satis- 
factorily moistened, and laden with all its bad mixtures of dust, of mineral, 
animal and vegetable origin, added to injurious gases, reaches the larynx, 


the air-tubes and the lungs. 
Snoring is only the least among the evil consequences of breathing 


through the mouth. The swollen, sore, constantly chapped lips, bad con- 
dition of the front teeth and decay of the back ones, defective develop- 
ment of the sense of smell, frequent inflammation of the throat, attacks 
of fever, diphtheria and catarrh, and soreness of the larynx and lungs are 
consequences of breathing through the mouth which have been frequently 
observed. In children one often sees a habitual and peculiarly weak or 
even stupid expression of countenance. It has also been found, through the 
experiments of different trustworthy observers, that there is a casual con- 
nection between stammering and breathing through the mouth. On the 
other hand, however, certain forms of nightmare and asthma are caused 
by breathing through the mouth. That infants are sometimes brought 
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Almost to death’s door when prevented by a cold from breathing through 
the nose is a fact well known to physicians. 

When a child or grown person begins to breathe with the mouth open, 
there must exist some sufficient cause for the occurrence in the uppermost 
air passages. No one would voluntarily exchange the only healthy, com- 
fortable manner of breathing through the nose for the burdensome and 
unhealthy breathing through the mouth. Let anyone attempt to breathe 
through the mouth for five minutes, instead of, as one is accustomed, 
through the nose, and he will soon be convinced that it is almost impossi- 
ble. Almost of itself, that is, without muscular force, through the mere 
pressure of the air, the mouth closes and the original manner of breathing 
is resumed. 

Whoever snores cannot, as a rule, breathe through the nose. That it 
would be useless in such cases to desire to close the mouth mechanically 
is entirely comprehensible. Every mother, who frequently gives to her 
child the useless command “Close your mouth,” is aware of this. Here 
it is better to seek, without delay, the advice of an experienced specialist, 
in order to determine the cause of this mouth- breathing. In the case of 

children in particular an unnecessary delay might prove fatal. 

Now there are certainly cases in which the cause of this habit may be 
determined and the habit still remain. But these are the exceptions; as 
a rule normal breathing results as soon as the air enters the correct pas- 
sage; if the snoring and breathing through the mouth returns as an evil 
habit, then and only then can mechanical means be used with advantage 
to stop this opening of the mouth. 

The simplest and oldest of these is to place a band from the chin to the 
top of the head. This often suffices. As the mouth remains closed by pres- 
sure of the air, some of the mechanical appliances to produce this effect 
might be used. Sometimes it is even sufficient to place a piece of celluloid 
plate between the teeth, but one would not lightly decide to place a foreign 
substance in the mouth of a sleeper, particularly a restless child. 

All of these apparatus must be put on every evening and worn over 
night, until the normal position of the lips and lower jaw is regained. 
But the most important thing is to remove the obstructions to normal 
breathing.—Dr. Z. Bloch, in Schorer’s Familienblatt ( Berlin ). 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


On September 25, a dwelling in Hamburg, Germany, was destroyed ee 
children burned to death. 

According to an official return issued on September 27, 185,640 oe 
throughout Russia from cholera since the outbreak of the epidemic, 

A steam launch, built entirely of aluminum, has just been completed ie der- 
many. It is claimed to be one-fourth lighter than if constructed of any other available 
material. 


The cholera has diminished the past week, except in Roumania, where it was continuing 
to spread at last accounts. At Hamburg and Berlin there was an increase for a few days, 


and then a further falling off. 
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Seven persons were killed and three injured by a collision between two trains on the 
Chicago and Great Western Railway at New Hampton, Iowa, on September 24. 


Captain Andrews, who, on July 28, sailed alone from Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
U.S.A., in a boat only fifteen feet long, arrived safely at Lisbon, Spain, on September 22. 
A race war between whites and negroes is being carried on in Calhoun County, 

Arkansas, U.S.A., in which quite a number of people have already lost their lives. Up 
to the present the negroes have been the greatest sufferers. 

The British emigration information office issued a warning, on September 22, to in- 
tending emigrants against crediting the alluring offers of the Brazilian government of 
free grants of land, high wages, cheap passage, etc., and states that the region referred 
to is totally unfit for British settlement. 


A panic was caused in a Jewish synagogue in tie nt 23, a a 
service celebrating the new year. There were over a thousand people in the building at 
the time. A candle fell from the altar and ignited a small piece of drapery, when a cry 
of fire was raised, and in the scramble down stairs five women were trampled to death, 
and eleven others injured. 

Several additional tinplate mills in the Aberdare and Swansea districts, Wales, ceased 
work this week, owing to the operations of the McKinley tariff, and hundreds of workmen 
are thrown out of employment. Several thousand tinplate workers are new idle, and 
great distress prevails. Upwards of a thousand operatives have emigrated to the United 
States, where mills are being erected by Welsh owners, 

A curious fact in connection with the question as tc: the wee of 
the Pullman Car Company in the United States has begun using gold in connection with 
the metal work in its newest cars. All the metal work which is used about the lamps, 
the seats, and the hat-racks, is gold-mounted. The Pullman managers say that this is 
not extravagant, but sound business, because the gold will prove more serviceable than 
any metal used before for the purpose. The first cars in which gold is thus employed are 
for the use of the Pennsylvania Railway. 

A curious incident occurred at Warrington, Lancashire, Rests September 19, in 
connection with the epidemic of smallpox there. A child three weeks old apparently suc- 
cumbed to the disease, and was prepared for burial and placed in the coffin. While the 
lid was being fastened down the babe began to cry, and it was then discovered that it had 
only been in a sound sleep. Later in the day, however, it actually died; and there seems 
to be good reason for the belief that the walt was hastened, if not oaused, by the lack of 
proper consideration in mistaking a sleeping for a dead child. 

The new transatlantic steamer to be built by Messrs. Harland & Wolff, of Belfast, 
for the White Star line, is to be called the Gigantic, and is to be a record-cutting craft. 
She will be 700 feet long by 65 feet 74 inches beam, of 45,000 horse-power, and to steam 
twenty-two knota from port to port. It is thought that the boat can be made to attain a 
maximum speed of twenty-seven knots, and cross the Atlantic in four and a half days. 
She will have three screws. Two of them will be fitted similar to those in the Majestic; 
the third screw will be central, and similar in position to the single screw on board an 
that she will be ready for sea in A 

Application was made on September 27, at Liverpool, for admission We wen 
of 140 Russian Jews, who had taken steerage passage with the Cunard company from 
Hamburg to New York, and who, after being maintained in the city by the Cunard company 
during the past five weeks, had now been turned out of the boarding houses, since it was 
impossible for them at present to proceed to America. The company had offered to take 
them back to Hamburg and to return their passage money, but although a few had ac- 
cepted the offer, the greater number had refused to go back. On the other hand, the 
company refused to keep them any longer, and consequently they were now upon the 
streeta. The workhouse officers refused to admit them. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1892. 


ORDER IN AUTHORITY. 


A LETTER received from one of the conferences in the British Mission asks 
this question in relation to the local branch Presidents and the mission- 
aries sent out from Zion: Does a traveling Elder have presidency over 
an appointed President of an organized branch in the conference?” Yes; 
he presides, by virtue of his appointment to a district, over all the branches 
in that district. It is not the province of the lower to direct and control 
the higher authority ; therefore, upon no occasion does a local branch 
President preside over a traveling Elder who has been sent out as a mis- 
sionary from Zion, by the general authorities of the Church, and has been 
regularly assigned to the district in which the branch is located. He is 
the superior officer, his branch membership being elsewhere, and his 
presence here being solely in his official capacity of preaching and ad- 
ministering the Gospel under the direction of the quorum of Apostles. 
Most of the missionaries are, in fact, Seventies, who are called “to be 
especial witnesses unto the Gentiles and in all the world,” and “are to act 
in the name of the Lord, under the direction of the Twelve or the travel- 
ing High Council, i in building up the Church and gee all the affairs 
of the same in all nations.” 

The British Mission is divided into conferences, over each of which, and 
next in order to the Presidency of the mission, are Conference Presidents ; 
then come the traveling Elders, over the districts into which a ende 
is divided. Branches are local subdivisions; and the degree of difference 
between traveling Elders and branch Presidents is greater than between 
Conference Presidents and traveling Elders, for the last two classes receive 
their appointment from the same basis. The subject of order in Church 
government, particularly with reference to this mission, was fully and 
plainly set forth in an editorial which appeared in number seven of the 
present volume of the MILLENNIAL Star, and which Presidents of con- 
ferences, traveling Elders and branch Presidents are counseled to prayer- 
fully and carefully read. 

The inquiry is also made, “In an organized branch, does a traveling 
Elder take the presidency of the meetings, and direct the same, over the 
President? No. The President of the mission does not presume to take 


ͤ ͤ ͤ—A—m — — — — ꝗꝙ « «ii: 
— 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAB. 688 


the attending to necessary details in conference business out of the hands 
of the President of the conference; he directs the labors ofthat President. 
So it should be with the presiding officers of conferences and with travel- 
ing Elders. The latter have supervision over the branches in their dis- 
tricts in preaching and administering the Gospel. The branch also has a 
relationship with the conference ; and an existing branch cannot be dis- 
organized or a new one created without the instruction of the Conference 
President, for that would affect the conference organization; but under 
the President’s direction the traveling Elder could make either of the 
changes. 

This explanation is given with the advice that when niin arise 
they be discussed and dealt with in that spirit of gentleness and humility 
that will give an opportunity for the “still, small voice” to be heard in 
its revelation of truth. 33 


— 


RECORDS AND CERTIFICATES. 


Ir is essential that correct record be kept of all official actions in the 
Church, within the jurisdiction where they are performed. Those of a 
general nature receive the attention of the general Church historian. The 
record of each branch should contain an official history of the branch with 
reference to the. ‘receiving or removing of members, ordination of officers 
in the branch, etc. Other organizations should also keep an account of 
the business pertaining to their jurisdiction. It is not necessary that these 
records be made voluminous by a redundant use of words; rather they 
should contain brief and explicit statements of official transactions, each 
item being classified in its particular division, that the whole may be 
clearly and easily understood. 

So far as relates to the conferences in this mission, each one should have 
a list of all the members of the Church in the conference, with the branch 
or district in which they became members, and the date of their union 
with the Church. In order that this record may be properly kept, the 
rule indicated in the Doctrine and Covenants should be observed by those 
whose duty it is, in the branches or districts, sending to the presiding 
officer of the conference “a list of the names of the several members 
uniting themselves with the Church since the last conference.” In like 
manner, a record and report should be made of any who “have been ex- 
pelled from the Church, so that their names may be blotted out of the 
general Church record of names ;” and they “ whose names are not found 
written in the book of the law,” but who have apostatized, or been cut off 
the Church, shall not find an inheritance among the Saints of the Most 
High.” | 

Under the Church regulations for this mission each member has the 
privilege of being in possession of an authenticated record of his or her 
| membership ; ; and the exercise of this privilege should be insisted upon, 
as occasions not infrequently arise when it is a matter of great moment. 
Particularly is this the case with those who gather to Zion, where their 
baptismal certificate is necessary to indicate their Church membership, 
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and ‘when it commenced. Whenever a member is received into the Church, 
a certificate of the baptism and confirmation should be given. by the pre- 
siding officer of the branch, district or conference, or in cases where the 
circumstances do not permit of this, by the officiating Elder. There is a 
distinction between baptismal and member’s certificates; the former shows 
the record of admission into the Church, and the latter sets forth the 
standing of the member upon the occasion of his or her removal to another 
branch. A member's certificate must be presented before a person can be 
received into fellowship in a branch to which he has moved. Printed 
forms of both documents are furnished to Presidents of conferences, upon 
request. 

Certificates may * given to then who are » ee to the Priesthood, 
indicating the office conferred, the date, and by whom the ordination was 
performed ; but in the scattered condition of the Saints, licenses to these 
officers are only issued under the direction of the President of the Mission. 
With regard to baptismal certificates, however, it is proper that every 
member be provided with one at the time of confirmation in the Church. 
If there are instances where some of the Saints do not possess them, they 
should be issued, upon the member's application therefor, whenever there 
is a record attainable from which the facts can be verified. J. H. A. 


In his explorations at Tel-el-Amarna, in Upper Egypt, Mr. Flinders Petrie 
has unearthed some remarkable ancient sculptures. Some of the tablets 
which he has discovered date from a period anterior to the Exodus, and 
among other things prove conclusively that reading and writing were 
common accomplishments among certain classes of people in that age, 
and that schools existed in Western Asia. The English explorer also 
states that two years’ study at Gizeh has convinced him that the Egyptian 
stoneworkers of 4000 years ago had an acquaintance with tools that are 
considered modern in their invention and use. They had both solid and 
tubular drills, and straight and circular saws. The drills, like those of 
to-day, were set with jewels, probably corundrum, and even lathe tools 
had such cutting edges. So remarkable was the quality of the tubular 
drills and the skill of the workmen that the cutting marks in hard granite 
give no indication of wear of the tool, while a cut of a tenth of an inch 
was made in the hardest rock at each revolution, and a hole through both 
the hardest and softest material was bored perfectly smooth and uniform 
throughout. Of the material and method of making the tools nothing is 
indicated, so far as at present ascertained. Mr. Petrie’s tablets and sculp- 
tures are on exhibition in London. Professor Robertson says they are of 
a date at least a century before the Exodus. As men learn more of the 
distant past, through discovery and investigation, they will doubtless con- 
clude that the supposed ignorance of the ancients has been nee ex- 
aggerated. 


Tu dispatches from New York to — on September 23 eee 
the following: Henry Byrne, editor of the Belfast Tria News, one of 
the cabin passengers of the Wyoming, now in quarantine at Fire Island, 
has lodged a formal complaint with the authorities to the effect that fifty 
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Mormons have been seein ashore as second cabin passengers, when in 
reality they traveled steerage. The authorities deny the charge, but it is 
feared that there will be some trouble, as the result of the investigation 
which will be held.“ There can be no trouble so far as the Mormons” 
are concerned, for the fact that there is not a word of truth in Mr. Byrne’s 
vicious statement was easily demonstrated by the Guion Company. 


THE unprincipled lecturer Jarman has been repeating again some of 
his obnoxious untruths about the Latter-day Saints in the Hornsey-rise 
Baptist Chapel in London. To show what respectable people think of his 
vicious assaults upon an innocent people, we quote the opinion of one of 
the reporters of the Northern Light. Having attended the lecture, he 
gives it a deserved uncomplimentary notice, pronouncing it disgraceful, 
and closes with this remark: “There is only one class who might be 
present on Monday [the day set for another meeting] with any nn 
—we refer to the police.” > 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder George 7. Mumford is honorably 
released from his labors as traveling Elder in the London Conference, to 
return home. 

The financial situation of Elder George Langlois, and the health of him- 
self and family are such that his presence home is deemed advisable, and 
he is therefore released from his labors as traveling Elder i in the London 
Conference, to return to Utah. 

Elder William Salter is released, owing to his failing health, from his 
labors as traveling Elder in the London Conference, to return home. 

Elder George S. Obray is released, in consequence of the impaired con- 
dition of his health, from his labors as ‘traveling Elder in the Liverpool 
Conference; to return home. 

Elder Robert McQueen is released from his labors as 3 Elder in 
the Sheffield Conference, and is appointed to labor as traveling Elder in 
the Scottish Conference. 


Arrrvats.—The Guion 8 Alaska arrived at Liverpool from New 
York on Wednesday, September 28, having among the passengers Elders 
Wm. B. Dougall, Jr., and Willard V. Croxall, of Salt Lake City, the former 
for the British Mission, and the latter en route to Germany to pursue his 
studies, and Elder J. J. Whitaker, of Ogden, Utah, for the Swiss and 
German Mission. All were well. The Alaska was somewhat delayed, 
— to stam slowly because of a broken piston rod. 


rate IN THE OPERATION 8 OF GOD. 


Many intelligent people theeushius the will regard the present dis- 
turbed condition of human affairs as a manifestation of divine displeasure 
because of the wickedness of this generation. The cholera has been spoken 
of in this connection by persons who have faith in God. We have shown 
that such views are not inconsistent, and that current events are in exact 
harmony with the prophecies of the Prophet Joseph Smith, the theme of 
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whose predictions deals largely with events of the times. There is also a 
class of cynics in the world who are always ready to sneer at people who 
express any belief in Divine interference with human concerns. They treat 
with ridicule any evidence of faith in Omnipotence with respect to the 
present phenomenal situation of earthly matters. 

Those people who exclude God from exhibiting His hand in connection 
with the family of man have recourse to the worn-out argument, if such 
it cau. be properly called, that diseases like cholera have swept the earth 
at different periods of the world’s history, and it is therefore absurd to re- 
gard the present visitation as a judgment of God because of wickedness, 
and that it is specially ridiculous to claim it to be a latter-day divine 
scourge. It is not claimed by any intelligent Christian that the Almighty 
creates a new force or condition by which to accomplish His purposes. It 
is only held that the existing elements are used for this object, and that 
they are merely shaped and operated by divine intelligence so as to attain 
the end in view. Because those conditions have existed in different ages 
does not support the theory of the non-interference of Deity. 

It is asserted by those who combat the views of people who are enabled, 
by faith, to see the hand of God upon the nations, that the cholera scourge 
is merely caused by ignorance and neglect of proper sanitation, and by 
peculiar atmospheric conditions. Is it true, however, that the world is 
retrograding in an understanding of sanitary science and its application, 
while advancing in every other department of learning and its use for the 
benefit of man? Such an assumption is not creditable to the age we live 
in. And with regard to atmospheric conditions, are they or are they not 
directed by divine intelligence? Who is prepared to assert and maintain 
the negative of this question? Such a position might be assumed, but its 
intelligent maintenance would be attended with herculean difficulty. 
Who, for, instance, has discovered the primary cause of cholera? It is 

easy to answer flippantly that the causes consist of imperfect sanitation 
and peculiar atmospheric conditions, but these would only operate as 
dependent causes, produceable by others. Then, it is easy to say that the 
_ primal cause is bacteria‘of a specific and peculiar kind, known as cholera 

germs. These, again, are not the primary cause of the disease. To dis- 

cover it one must go behind the germ. So far as is known, no person has 
been able to do this. If it were possible to do this, then, the scientific 
production of these bacteria would be possible. If this manufacture were 
within reach, then the eradication of the germs would be practicable by 
the extinguishment of the causes of production. And even if these dis- 
coveries should be made, that would not prove that divine intelligence did 
not make use of such means in order to accomplish providential purposes. 

There are some peculiarities about cholera which do not appear to have 
been explained jn harmony with the theory of unbelievers in divine inter- 
ference with human concerns. If, for instance, the visitations of this dis- 
ease are merely due to improper sanitation and certain conditions of the 
atmosphere, how is it that the malady is not always present when sani- 
tation and the atmospheric situation are precisely similar times to those 

. when it puts i in an appearance and does its deadly work? 
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In reasoning thus we do not wish to be understood as supporting the 
idea that the scourge is not encouraged and fed by uncléanliness and con- 
ditious of the air. But that is merely a matter of modification or aggra- 
vation, and does not belong to the present argument. Then, again, it is a 
peculiarity of the scourge that, whenever it has swept the globe, it has, 
after having worked havoc upon the people, disappeared with phenomenal 
suddenness, without any apparent change having occurred in relation to 
material conditions. What has destroyed the germs and caused the 
malady to take its flight? It is not an unpleasant belief nor an illogical 
inference to attribute the disappearance to a manifestation of divine 
mercy. | . 

History furnishes many proofs of the wickedness of nations being 
paralleled by calamitous conditions. The record of ancient Israel fur- 
nishes an object lesson in that respect. When the Romans were simple 
and comparatively moral, they were mighty and prosperous. When they 
became voluptuous, malicious and corrupt, they were visited with every 
species of affliction. In fact it would be difficult to find a clear instance in 
history of a nation or generation which was comparatively righteous 
being visited with scourges and disruptive conditions entailing untold 
suffering. 

A belief in the manifestation of the divine hand in human afflictions 
does not imply that those who possess it attribute vindictiveness to 
Omnipotence. It is a recognition of the operation of the laws of nature 
and of God. When the statutes of God’s universe are trampled upon, the 
consequence must follow, not only that justice may be upheld, but it en- 
sues also as a corrective process provided in the divine economy. The 
believer in the dispensations of divine providence recognizes the hand of 
God as much in the showering upon the nations of blessings, as in the in- 
fliction of chastisement consequent upon broken laws.— Deseret News. 


A RAILWAY ACROSS THE JORDAN. 


Mn. J. R. PLLIIxd, of Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand, London, 
has secured from the Turkish government a concession giving immediately 
the right to construct a railway from Acre to Damascus. The line, 120 
miles in length, will start both from the ports of Acre and Haifa (where 
already in anticipation of its increased commercial importance tho study 
of the English language is to be introduced at the Jewish school), and unite 
immediately to the east of Haifa, proceeding across the eastern foot of 
Mount Carmel, thence across the Esdraelon plain in the neighborhood of 
the towns of Nazareth, Nain, Jezreel, and Beisan, to the River Jordan, 
along the eastern shores of the Sea of Galilee to the Hauran plateau (the 
Bashan of the Old Testament, which produces the finest crops of wheat 
and barley), and thence across the plain of Damascus, skirting the eastern 
base of Mount Hermon, to the southern gate of the city. For the time 
being this will form the terminus of the line, but some day it may be in- 
definitely extended, as it will constitute the main artery for branches 
north and south, while eastward it is the beginning of a brünk 


* 
P 
———7—ç——“g ‘ 


638 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


way connecting the Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf, a further exten- 
sion through Persia and Beluchistan making a complete railway route to 
India. The engineers are now engaged in making the final surveys for 
the railway, and it is understood that an early beginning will be made 
with the actual work of construction. 


A SCIENTIFIC MONKEY. 


Unper the heading of “Psychology,” a recent issue of the American 
Naturalist has a curious paragraph on “The Monkey as a Scientific 
Investigator.” In the interesting little “Zoo” connected with the 
National Museum at Washington there is a fine male grivet monkey 
(Cercopithecus erythrea), who shares a large cage with four opossums. 
To human beings he shows himself anything but amiable, but he takes 
kindly to his strange companions, and they have been the best friends 
from the first.” The attention of the attendant was lately drawn to the 
cage by the excitement of a crowd in front of it, and, on going to ascertain 
the cause, he was surprised to see the monkey seated on the middle of the 
cage, with one of the opossums lying quietly on her back on his lap and 
her head under his arm. The monkey had just discovered the marsupial 
pouch of the opossum, and was diligently investigating it. Had he not 
been a close observer, it certainly would have remained unseen, for it was 
so tightly closed as to be perfectly invisible in its normal condition. The 
monkey carefully lifted the outer wall of the pouch and peered into the 
cavity. Then he reached in with his hand, felt about for a moment, and, 
to the astonishment of everybody, took out a tiny young opossum, about 
two inches long, hairless, blind, and very helpless, but alive and kicking. 
Jock held it up to the light where he could get a good view of it, scrutin- 
ized it with the air of a savant, and presently returned it to the pouch 
very carefully. After replacing it he looked into the pouch again, and 
presently drew out another for examination, which he looked at with 
solemn interest, smelt it, and then carefully put it back. It was thus it 
became known to the attendants that.the old female opossum had the 
young ones, which had previously been looked for in vain.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. 

The territorial democratic convention, to nominate a candidate for delegate to Con- 
gress, is to meet in Provo on October 5. 

On the night of August 27, at Vernal, Uintah County, s cabin in which e young Indian 
was sleeping took fire, and he was burned to death. 

Wm. Pugsley, of Salt Lake City, was accidentally drowned on August 29, in the Weber 
River, near its source, whither he had gone on a hunting and fishing expedition. 7 

The Second Ward of Brigham City was reorganized on September 4, August Valentine 
being appointed Bishop, with Thos. H. Blackburn and Lorenzo Jeppson as his counselors. 

During the month of August there were fifty-two marriages, sixty-four deaths, and 
ninety-nine births in Salt Lake City. n n 
thousand of the population. 
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William Milligan, a carpenter, was accidentally drowned in the plunge bath at the 
Hot Springs, Salt Lake City, on September 4. He was stunned by striking his head 
against the bottom of the pool. 
E. N. Janney, elected city marshal of Salt Lake on the “ Liberal” ticket last Feb- 
ruary, resigned on September 1. The salary attached to the position when it was segre- 
gated from the office of chief of police was insufficient for him. 


Samuel A. King, of Provo, was admitted, on September 8, to the bar of the Fourth 
District Court, as an attorney. Brother King was married at Logan on September 14, 
Miss Maynetta Bagley, of Big Cottonwood, Salt Lake County, becoming his wife. 

_ Messrs. R. C. Chambers and A. McCune, capitalists of Salt Lake City, have purchased 

from Jarvis & Conklin, the Kansas City millionaires, all. of the latter’s interest in the 
Salt Lake City Street Railway company, thus effectually settling a question that was in 
litigation before the courts. The electric railway in Salt Lake is regarded as one of the 
best operated systems in the world. 

At Meadowville, Millard County, in August, two children of George E. 1 
died from diphtheria, and the lady who performed the last sad offices for the second of the 
children to pass away contracted the disease, and died after a short illness. She leaves 
six small children, the youngest an infant; she was thirty-three years of age. The Re- 
lief Society and the residents of the town are giving what assistance is in their power to 
the bereaved family of the noble woman who lost her life by an act of devotion to others. 

George T. Scott, a respected citizen of Millville, Cache County, was employed at a 
sawmill at Aspen, Wyoming, and on September 2 lost his life by an explosion of a boiler 
at the mill. His body was blown a distance of fuur hundred feet, and terribly mangled. 
His sister-in-law, Miss Jean Leishman, of Wellsville, was near the engine at the time of 
the accident, and was blown about fifty feet, receiving injuries from which she died in 
half an hour, An employe at the mill, William Dore, was struck in the leg by a piece 
of the boiler, and bled to death in three hours. : 

On September 2, at Paradise, Cache Oounty, the four-year old daughter of Elder 
Samuel K. MoMurdie fell from a bridge over a canal and was drowned. She was on her 
way home from a neighbor’s, but a short distance from the family residence. The deceased 
was the only child of her parents, and for days had been filled with joy at the return of 

her papa from a two years mission to Great Britain, news of his release having been re- 
ceived at his home. At the time of the sad accident, Elder McMurdie was on the ocean, 
having sailed from Liverpool on the Wyoming, on August 27, and was held at New York 
by the quarantining of that vessel till September 24. Letters just received also bring 
sorrowful intelligence regarding the family of Elder John Wyatt, of Wellsville, Cache. 
County. Brother Wyatt is one of the traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference. Two 
of his children have died from diphtheria. The sympathy of the Saints goes out to the 
bereaved ones in the great affliction that has come upon them. 

The suit of the government for the personal property of the Church was helene the 
Territorial Supreme Court again on September 2. The prosecution to escheat the prop- 
erty known as the Council House corner, in Salt Lake City, and Tabernacle square, the 
old Stuart property, and the tithing office grounds, in Ogden, has been abandoned, from the 
fact that the Church does not claim ownership in these properties, the legal title being 
held by other parties. The whole case for settlement now is as to certain funds which 
were donated by members of the Church for charitable purposes, and which were seized — 
by the government, which claims a right to, forfeit them for the use of the public schools. 
The question was argued before the court on September 2 and 3, the Presidency of the 
Church claiming it as their right to disburse the funds in accordance with the intention 
of those who contributed it, so long as those purposes were not unlawful ; the counsel for 
the government claim that it is within the province of the latter to seize the property 
and divert it to the public schools. The court took the matter under advisement, and 
will render a decision in a few weeks. All claims of outside parties to be made benefi- 
ciaries in the fund were disminsed. : 
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